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Dearest friends,
as always, in preparing this instrument of our communion, I live a unique dimension in
relation to time: by the time this text is in our hands, we have already experienced the
moment of the online meeting among religious and lay collaborators in an effort to give
continuity to the work of last July in Possagno and - above all - in the will to revitalize our
Fraternity; today, however, I am still waiting for this event that fills our thought and our
actions with expectation. I found, among the pages on our website, a reflection written by
Fr. Diego Spadotto that I find, as always, rich in solicitations and stimuli, and I propose it
to all of you because I believe it can provide matter for our research even after the
convocation on Sunday, October 23, and whatever will be the development that the works
will have assumed. As FLC (Cavanis Lay Fraternity), I believe that it is a specific
commitment for us to work for the religious/lay synergy to be ever more alive and fruitful.
We entrust this commitment to our personal determination and to our trusting and constant
prayer to the Holy Spirit.

From the letter of saint Paul to the Ephesians (4, 11-24)
The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature
of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of
doctrine, by people's trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth
in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the
whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part
is working properly, promotes the body's growth in building itself up in love.



The collaboration and synergy between lay persons and religious
do not obey any formulas or rules but to the adult and formed
personality of both lay and religious. The specificity of the lay
christian is to discover the fascination of the christian adventure in
contact with the world and real society, with all its contradictions
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and possibilities for the future. Thus, in summary, it was expressed more than fifty years ago in
a Vatican II document regarding the apostolate of the lay. Today, lay christian, religious and
clergy, find themselves, often, up against the wall in front of the question of F. Nietzsche:
“Christians, if it is true that you believe in the risen and present Christ, why don’t you come out
of the churches with a smile on your face, dancing with joy?”.
In other words: “why don't you go to the whole Gospel, with meekness and simplicity, with
evangelical shrewdness and righteousness, without emphasis and without rhetoric?”. Why,
after so many years of evangelization, is it not possible to find a path of true responsible
collaboration among lay people, religious, priests, in pastoral activities and in the governing
bodies of dioceses, parishes and religious congregations? Saint John XXIII, at the opening of
Vatican II, invited us to distinguish “the substance of the ancient doctrine from the formulation
of its coating”. Regarding the responsible collaboration between the various members of the

Now this I affirm and insist on in the Lord: you must no longer live as the Gentiles live, in the
futility of their minds. They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God
because of their ignorance and hardness of heart. They have lost all sensitivity and have
abandoned themselves to licentiousness, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. That is not
the way you learned Christ! For surely you have heard about him and were taught in him, as
truth is in Jesus. You were taught to put away your former way of life, your old self, corrupt
and deluded by its lusts, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to clothe yourselves
with the new self, created according to the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.



ecclesial body, perhaps, we have not yet learned to distinguish between “substance and
covering”. According to Pope Francis, the mission of every baptized person “has been reduced
to a set of “things to be done”, it is a very efficient humanitarian organization, but sometimes
it is not very credible from a testimonial point of view”.
One thing is certain: it is not the fascination of works, nor the promises of development and
progress, that will evangelize, but “the faith of disciples who walk with the people”. In the
confusion of the roles among the lay, clergy and religious, it is worth recalling the little story
of the “blind camel and the lame sheep”. A blind camel was lost in the desert. By his luck he
met a sheep. But the poor beast was lame and could not walk. After much thinking, the camel
finally invites the sheep to ride on his back. And so, from above, the sheep, who had a good
view, led the camel to the oasis of salvation, for both of them. Religious, clergy and lay are all
“blind camels and lame sheep”, they are not destined to sacrifice themselves on the altar of
selfishness but to collaborate in synergy with equal responsibility, to build hope, and to walk
“towards the poor, to meet God”. No one is born as an adult Christian, neither the religious, nor
the priest, nor the lay persons. They become one if they learn to collaborate in synergy and
symphony. It is evident that if one or the other are not adult Christians, collaboration and
synergy will be increasingly difficult. The meetings of “formation” then, between religious and
lay, perhaps will work when it is the lay that organize them.
The entire path of formation in the Church must activate process aimed at forming mature
priests, consecrated men and lay persons, “experts in humanity and proximity, and not officials
of the sacred” that “they could help young people to become good men, thinking of God to
make them saints”. At stake is the concrete existence of the youth, who live without shared
orientations, under the insistent condition of contradictory messages, which change the
perception of reality, orienting them to individualism and indifferentism. Religious and lay
must learn to use a “living, dynamic” language that “make themselves understood, to interpret
the faith, translate it, make it comprehensible, using new words”.
In families, the chain of transmission of the faith has been broken, young people no longer ask
academic questions but about the meaning of life, work, the future that is stolen from them,
about affectivity and relationality, dimensions to be considered and understood, in relation to
socio-cultural challenges and changes. They show a certain political disengagement,
discouraged by corruption, do not give confidence to adults. Now the important thing is to walk
together because the Church “was denatured when young people could not express themselves
and ended up being a Church of corporals, with pastoral agents on command”.

Padre Diego Spadotto, CSCh


