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Dear friends,

We gather today as a small community on a journey, with the desire
to let ourselves be reached by the Word and to bring before the Lord
all that dwells in our hearts. We are united in the desire to support the
Church with humble and persevering prayer.

We are a small group, but our intercession — hidden, faithful, and dai-
ly — is part of the mysterious way in which God continues to care for
His people. The theme guiding us today is prayer for priestly and reli-
gious vocations.

We live in a time when many communities are without the steady pre-
sence of a priest or consecrated persons. This could lead to discoura-
gement, but we choose trust: the Lord never ceases to call.

We ask to become good soil where this seed can find a place. This
evening, we want to pray in a special way for young people and for the
future of the Church, specifically for priestly and religious vocations: a
precious gift, rarer and more fragile today, but always necessary. We
do not pray simply so that "there may be more vocations," but so that
our communities may become places where they are born and raised:
spaces of listening, of selflessness, and of fraternity.
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From the Holy Gospel according to Matthew (9,35-38)

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their sy-
nagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing

every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like

sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest

is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore, ask the Lord of the har-

vest to send out laborers into his harvest”.

The heart of a vocation is born from a gaze: the
gaze of Jesus, who sees the exhaustion of the peo-
ple and feels compassion for them.

A vocation is not, first and foremost, a task, but a re-
sponse to a call of love. It does not arise from an orga-
nizational need, but from a heart that allows itself to be

touched by the suffering and hope of humanity.

A vocation is not produced, planned, or organized. It is a miracle of
grace that grows in silence and availability. Vocations are not born
of numbers or organizational charts, but in the heart of God. They
cannot be manufactured or forced: they are welcomed and accom-
panied, and yet they require a community that treasures them, pre-
pares the soil, and accompanies their first steps.

The community can prepare the ground through credible witness,
healthy relationships, and adults who show that following Christ is
beautiful, possible, and liberating. In a time when many parishes are
without priests and religious orders are diminishing, our prayer is not
nostalgia, but responsibility: we ask the Lord to stir in the hearts of



young people the courage to say, "Here | am." And we ask for oursel-
ves the faithfulness to accompany, encourage, and sustain every
small vocational sprout.

When Jesus says, "Pray to the Lord of the harvest," He entrusts us
with a hidden but essential mission. Our "Invisible Monastery" is pre-
cisely this: a silent place where the Church is held in the hands of
God. It is about creating space through prayer: space for the young to
hear God'’s voice, space for those called to find courage, and space
for the Church to learn how to generate life even in fragility.

The Lord does not ask us to "make vocations happen,” but to create
space so that His Spirit may speak. Our prayer, even when it seems
small or poor, is part of this space of grace. Let us pray for those see-
king the meaning of their lives, for those afraid to say "Here | am," and
for priests and consecrated souls living through moments of weari-
ness or loneliness, that they may feel the closeness of a community
that sustains them.

Let us pray

Lord Jesus, You continue to walk among Your people

with a gaze that knows both struggle and hope.

We entrust to You the young people seeking their path,

those who feel a call but fear they are not enough. Sustain priests and
consecrated persons in their daily service, when the burden is heavy
and loneliness is felt.

Make our communities capable of listening and of trust, so that they
may know how to nurture every seed of vocation that You continue to
sow. We pledge to keep watch in prayer, so that Your Church may
never lack devoted hearts and willing hands.

Amen.



